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ILENCE is fometimes more fignificant 
and fublime than the molt noble and moft 
expreffive Eloquence, and is on many Oc- 
cafions the Indication ofa great Mind. Se- 
veral Authors have treated of Silence as a 

prt of Duty and Difcretion; but none of them 
pe confidered it in this Light. Homer compares 
te Noife and Clamour of the Trojans advancing 
wwards the Enemy, to the cackling of Cranes when 
iry invade an Army of Pigmies. -On the contra- 
he makes his Countrymen and Favourites, the 
dees move forward in _a regular determined 
Mach, and in the Depth of Silence. I find in the 
kcounts which are given us of fome of the more 
Lifern Nations, where the Inhabitants are difpofed 
ly. theic Conftitutions and Climates to higher 
fnins of Thought, and more elevated Raptures 
dan what we feel in the Northern Regions of the 
World, that Silence is a Religious Exercife among 
tem. For when their Publick Devotions are in 
tegreateft Fervour, and their Hearts lifted up as 
ligh as Words can raife them, there are certain Suf- 
s of Sound and Motion fora Time, in 
which the Mind. is left to it felf, and fuppofed ta 
well with {uch fecrer Conceptions, as are too big 
frUtterance. Uhave my felf been wonderfully de- 
lighted with a Mafter-Piece of Mufick, when in the 
wy Tumult and Ferment of thar Harmony, all 
ihe Voices and Inftruments have {topped fhort ona 
indden ; and after a little Paufe, recovered them- 
tives again, as it were, and renewed the Concert in 
ilits Parts. Methoughts this fhort Interval of Si- 
knee. has had more Mufick in it, than any the fame 
§uce of Time before or after it. Thereare Two In- 
fances of Silence in the Two greateft Poets that 
wet wrote, which have fomething in them as fub- 
ime, as anry of the Speeches in their whole Works. 
The Firft is that of Ayzx in the Eleventh Book of 
the Odyffy.. Ulyfes, who had been the Rival of this 
pet Man im his Life, as well as the Occafion of 
Death, upon mecting his Shade in the Region 
df departed Heroes, makes his Submuffion to him 
with an Humility next to Adoration, which the o- 
pafles over with dumb fullen Majefty, and 
fuch a Silence, as (to ufe the Words of inus) 
more Greatnefgin it than any Thing he could 
ve {poken. rooms 
The next Inftance I thal] mention, is in Virgil, 
where the Poet, doubtiels, imitates this Silence of 
Ajax inthat of Dido ; though I do not know that 
iny of his Commentators have taken Notice of it. 
was finding among the Shades of defpairing 
lovers, the Ghoft of her who had. lately died for 
him, with the Wound: fiili frefh upon her, ad- 
drefles himfelf to her with expanded Arms, Floods 


€ Tears, and the molt paffianate Profeffions of his’ 


own Innocence as to what had happened: All which 
ude receives with; the Dignity and Difdain of a 

‘ing Lover, afd an injured Queen; and is fo 
br from vouchiafing him an Aniwer, that fhe does 
it give hima fingl¢ Look. The Poet reprefents 








her _as turning away her Face from him while he 
fpoke to her, and after having kept her Eyes for 
ome Time upon the Ground, as one that heard 
and contemned his Proteftations, flying from him 
into the Grove of Myrtle, and into Arms of 
another, whofe Fidelity had deferved her Love. 
I have often thought our Writers of Tragedy 
have been very defective in this Particular, and 
that they might have given great Beauty to their 
Works, by certain Stops and Paufes in the Repre- 
fentation of fuch Paffions, as it is not in the Power 
of Language to exprefs. There is fomething like 
this in the laft A of Venice Preferved, where Picrre 
is brought to an infamous Execution, and begs of 
his Friend, as a Reparation fos.paft Injuries, and 
the only Favour he could do him, to refcue him 
from the Ignominy of the Wheel by ftabbing him. 
As he is going to make this dreadful Requelt he is 
not able to communicate it, but withdraws his 
Face from his Friend’s Eat, and burfts into Tears. 
The melancholy Silence that follows hereupon, and 
continues till he has recovered himfelf enough to 
reveal his Mind to his Friend, raifes in the Specta- 
tors a Grief that is inexpreffible, and. an Idea of fuch 
a complicated Diftrefs in the Actor,as Words cannot 
utter. It. would look'as ridiculous to many Readers 
to give Rules and Directions for proper Silences, as 
for Penning a a > Butit iscertain, that in the 
Extremity of molt Puffions, particularly Surprift, 
Admiration, Aftonifhment ; nay, Rage it felf, there 
is nothing more graceful than to {ee the Play ftand 
{till for a few Moments, and the Audience fixed in 
an agreeable Sufpence dusing the Silence of a skil- 
ful Actor. 

But Silence never fhows it felf to fo great an Ad- 
vantage as when it is made the Reply to Calumny 
and Defamation, provided that we give no juft Oc- 
cafion ‘for them. One might produce an Example 
of it in the Behaviour of one in whom it appear’d 
in all its Majelty, and one whofe Silence, as well 
as his Perfon, was altogether Divine. When one’ 
confiders this Subject only in its Sublimity, this 
great Inftance could not but occur to me; and 
fince f only make ufe of it to fhow the higheft Ex- 
ample of it, I hope I do not offend init. To forbear 
replying to an unjuft Reproach, and overlook it 
with-a generous, or (if poflible) with an entie 
Neglett of it, is one of the moft heroick A&s of a 
great Mind:: And I mutt confefs, when I refle& 
upon the Behaviour of fome of the gfeateft Men in 
Antiquity, § do not fo much-admire them that 
they deferved the Praife of the whole Age they 
lived in, as becaufe they contemn’d the Envy and 
Detraction of it. 

All that is incumbent on a Man of Worth, who 

. fuffers under fo il] a Treatment, is to lie by for 
fome Time in Silence and Obfcurity, till the Preju- 
dice of the Times be over, and his Reputation 
cleared. L have often read with a great deal of 
Pieafure a Legacy of the famous Lord Bacon, one 
of the greateft Genius’s that our own oran n- 
try has produced: After having bequeathed his 
Soul, Body and Effate, in the ufual Form, he — 
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My Name and Memoty I leave to Foreign Na- 
tions, and to my Countrymen, after fome Time 
* be pafied 


7 


ever, i 

At the fame Time that I recommend this Philofo- 
phy to others, I mutt confefs, 1am fo poora Pro- 
ficient ih it my felf, that if in’ the Courfe of my 
Lucubrations it happens, as it has done more than 
once, that my Paper isduller than in Confcience it 


ought to be, I think the Time an Age till I have an . 


Opportunity of putting out another, and growing 
famous again for Two Days. ' 

I muft not clofe my Difcourfe upon Silence, 
without informing my Reader, that I have by me 
an elaborate Treatife on the pofopefis, call'd an 
Et catera, it being a Figure much uted by fome 
learned Authors, and pay coy by. the great 
Littleton, who, as my Lord Chief Juttice Cole ob- 
ferves, had a moft admirable Talent at an Ce, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


_ To oblige the Pretty Fellows, and my Fair Rea- 
ders, I have thought fit to infert the whole Paflage 
above-mentioned relating to Dido as it is tranflated 
by Mr. Dryden. 


Not far from thence, the mournful Fields appear ; 
So call d from Lovers that inhabit there. 
The Souls, whom that unhappy Flame invades, 
Jn Secret Solitude, and Myrtle Shades, 
Make endlefs Means, and pining with Defire, 
Lament tov late, their unextingufb'd Fire. 
Here Procris, Eryphile here, he found 
Baring her Breaft, yet bleeding with the Wound 
Made by her Son. He faw Pafiphae there, 
With Phaedra’s Ghoft, a foul incefuous Pair ; 
‘There Laodamia , with Evadne moves : 
Unhappy both, but loyal in their Loves. 
Czneus, 2 Woman once, and once a Man; 
But ending in the Sex fhe firft = 
Not far from thefe Phoenician Dido /tood ; 
Fre{h from ber Wound, ber Bofom bath'd in Blood. 
Whom, when the Trojan Heroe hardly knew, 
Obfcure in Shades, and with a doubsful View ; 
 Doubrful as he who runs thro’ dusky Night, 
Or thinks he fees the Moon's uncertain — ‘J 
With Tears he firft approach'd the fullen Shade ; 
And, as his Lave infpir'd him, thus he faid: 
Unhappy Queen! then is the common Breath 
Of Rumour true, in your reported Death; 
~~ And I, alas, the Caufe! by Heav'n, I vow, 
And all the Pow'rs that rule the Realms below, 
Unwilling 1 forfook your friendly State, 
Gemented by the Gods, and forc'd by Fate. 
Thofe Gods, that Fate, whofe “re _ 
Have fent me to thefe Regions, void of Light, 
Thro’ the vaft Empire of’ eternal Night. 
Nor dard I to prefame, that, prefs'd with Grief, 
My Flight foonld urge you to this dire Relief. 
Stay, fs your Steps, and liften to my Vows ; 
"Tis the lif Interview that Fate allows ! 
In vain he thus- attempts her Mind to move, 
With Tears and Pray'rs, and late repenti 
Difaainfully fhe look'd; then turning rom, 
But fix'd her Eyes unmov'd upon the Ground. 
And, what be fays, and fwears, gtr no more, 
Than the deaf Rocks, when the lond Billows roar. 
But whirl'd away, t0 {hun his hateful Sight, 
Hid in the Fore, and the Shades of Night. 
Then fought Sicheus, thro’ the foady Grove, 
Who pa a all her Cares, and eqnal'd all her Love. 
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Advertifements, 


«*, PROPOSALS for Printing the 
LUCUBRATIONS of Ifaac Bickerftaff Efq; 
by Sub{criptions, in Two Volumes in O&avo, on a 
Large Clrarafter, aad Fine Royal Paper, are to be feen, 
and Subfcriptions taken, at Charles Lillie’s, a Perfumer, 
at the Corner of Beauford-Buildings in the Strand, and 
John Morphew’s near Stationers-Hall. 


in's Morning-Gowns, of rich Silks, Stuffs,Calicaos te: 
Ming ricci ff abejnrbs ied) ea 





ver low wt 3m 1 enee-Heafe, apie = il ith, 
three Ders 's Coffee-Houfe, againj? the Her 
ring-Crofs. The Prices being Jet on each Gown. Gilt sti 





the Particulars may be had at the Place of Sale. f 
IN this Month of February, will begin to be 
lith’d, in Tuefday’s, Thurfday’s, and Saturday's Pott.Boyr i, 
Price Currant of raw Coffee, as fold in Quantity, and in 
and merchandable Condition ; with Notice by whom it wht 
fold, at the faid Rate Currant. Note, Every 12 4, in ry 
Ney: will be 16 d. when —. blithed, § 
‘«*’ On Thurfday next will be publithed, Sir O, 
Bridgmar’s + nan Bey with on eat seme and a = 
ble. Soid by J. Walihoe in the Middle-Temple Cloyiters, Bor 
whom were la:cly Printed, The New Rerorna Brevium, in jy, 
The Impattial Lawyer in 8ve. The Ritles and Orders of i 
_Commun-Pleas in 8vo. and the Modern Conveyancer, or Coy 
veya'.cing Improv’d. In 3 Vol. in 8vo. 
NOtice is hereby given to the Creditors of the 
pany of Mine-Adventurers (to whom all their Mines 
Effects are affigned over by theAdvice of Gouncil )ehat the princin) 
Creditors have agreed ro unite with the Partners of the 
pany, upon the Propofals made for the Advantage of all Par 
which they may fee at the Mine-Office, in Ange!-Court on Sagy, 
Hill ; this being publifhed to prevent other Creditors trent. 
ing impofed upon by printed Advertifements, about Subj. 


















prions, at feveral Coffee-houfes. 
> On Thurfday next will be ae for the Mons 
of January, Atlas hus ; or, A Compleat Syitem of Gy, 


raphy, Ancient and » with about 100 new Maps, accy. 
ing to the latelt Obfervations, and 100 curious Cuts, Sa 
Tables, Sc. Printed by John Nutt in the Savoy, and fold ly 
J. Morphew near Srarioners-Hall. Price 1s. Where may be hed 
thé 20 fattting Months. Note, Bibliotheca Anatomica, te 
4th for February, will be publifh’d on Monday next; in whid 
are Two curious Cuts, with above so Figures, which is thé Ry. 
fon why it was not publifhed fooner. 4 
«x Memoires & Negotiasions Secretes de Ya Qoy 
ac france, touchant ja Paix de Munfter. Contenant\@y 
tres, Reponces, Memoires & Avis Secretes de ba Part fu Roy,. 
du Card. Mazarin aux Plenipotentiaires de France pout la Pax 
Generale, Avec les Reponces deg Plenipotentiaires, 4 Vol, 
Memoires de Mad. du Noyel. Ecrit par elle méme. 2 Vol. 1°, 
Biblioteque Ecclefiaftique de Mr. du Pin; contenant le"XVI, 
Sieéte in 4°, Continuation des Annales de Tacite, avec les Noy 
de Mr. Amelot de la Houffaye, Tome 3. & 4. 12°. Memoiresfg 
les deroieres Revolutions de Pologne, in 8° Et autres Ling 
‘nouveaux. Sold by P, Varenne, and Paul and Maac Vaillant, ia 
che Strand, © ‘ : 
*«” This Week will be publith'd, The Law of Action; 
being an exact, brief and methodical, Colleétion of al adj 
Cafes out of all the Reports of the Law to this Day; an 
wife trom Roll’s Abridgment, correcting the Method chereof; 
by which any particular Cafe may be prefently found, and te 
Reafon that rules it render’d obvious to the meaneft —— 
With the Subitance of the ae in thole AGions. 
for J. Hartley between the Two Temple Gates in Fleet-ftree, 
Price 38.6d. Where <b ge may have ready Money fe 
any Library or Parcel of Books. 
alee Juft publith’d, 
*'« Bibliotheca Wichiana ; being a Catalogue of te 
Lib ary ot che late Hon. Sir Cyrill Wich: Confilting of the 
moft valuable Authors in moft Arts, Sciences, and Lauguagts; 
with @ curious Colleétion of Civil, Canon, and Common Law; 
Books ot Medals, Sculpture and Painting. Perinted from his 0 
riginal Catalogue, and digefted under proper Heads. Will be 
in to. be fold by Austion on Menday the 2oth Inftant, in the 
nner lower Walk .of Exeter-Change in the Strand, from 5 9 
every Evening. By Edm. Curll, Bookfeller, at the Dial and B. 
ble agairft St. Dunftan’s Church in Fleet-ftreet : Where Cate 
logues are fold at 6d. each ; likewife by J. Harding in St. Mar 
tin’ss-Lane, W. Taylor in Pater-Nofter-Row, N. Cliff the lower 
End of Cheapfide, R. Halfey io Cornhil, and R. Smith at bis 
Warehoufe, the Place of Sale. N. B. In this Colleétion are mort 
Scarce Books than has appeas’d in any Catalogue for many Year, 
«” The Committee ; or the Faithful Irithman, A 
Comedy ; as it was adted at the Theatre-Royal, by Her Maje 
fty's Servants. Written by the Honourable Sir Robert Howard. 
Printed tor M. Hawkins at the Angel in St. Paul’s Church-yard. 
+” Lately publith’d, for the Benefis of Families, 
A fhort but exaé& Account of all the Difeafes incident to the 
Eyes, with the Caufes, Symptoms, and Cures, Alfo Practical 
Obfrvations upon fome extraordinary Difeafes of the Eyes 
By Sir William Read, Her Majefty’s Ocujift, and Operator io 
the Eyes in Ordinary. The Second Edition, corre@ted. Sold 
J. Baker at the Black-Boy in Pater-Nofter-Row. Price bo 
in Calf 2s, 6d, 
MB. Geo. Shelley, at the Hand and Pen in Warwick- 
Lane, being chofen Writing Mafter to Chrilt’s ohie, 
Jehn Clark ( Author of the Penman’s Diverfion ) from the Hand 
and Pen in Wood-ftreet now fucceeds him in his Houfe and Be 
finefs, who there expeditioufly teaches Writing, Arith 
Merchants Accounts, Short Hand, and feveral Parts of the Mi 
thematicks. Youth may board, or be taught abroad. 
t The Painful or Running Piles, either Outward or 
Inward, which do often end in Fiftula’s when negle@ed, are cu 
red in 3 Days Time, bya pleafant Specifick Eledtusty, at 3 s,the 
Gally-pot, which is fufficient for one Cure. Sold onl 
Mrs. Smith, who ledges at the Sign of the Sun without 
gate, at the Corner of Bell-Savage-Inn, a Mercer's Shop. 
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Sold by Fohn Morphew near Stationers-Fiall; where Advertifements are taken in- 
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